
The Department of History dissertation fellowship: 

The Benjamin W. Schmidt Memorial Scholarship 

The Schmidt Scholarship is provided by the generosity of Teresa and David R. Schmidt, M.D., in 
honor of their son Marine Lance Corporal Benjamin W. Schmidt, a scout sniper who was killed 
in Helmand Province, Afghanistan on October 6, 2011. It enables one TCU graduate student in 
History each year to work exclusively on his or her dissertation for one academic year.  
This most prestigious award in the graduate program provides $25,000 and tuition hours to 
support the completion of a doctoral dissertation. The award carries no obligation to work for the 
department and working outside the department is prohibited as the recipient is expected to 
dedicate him or herself full time to the dissertation. The award is non-renewable.  

To apply, submit the following to the Director of Graduate Studies: 

• A five-page dissertation prospectus which clearly explains the main thesis of the
dissertation, its original contribution to the field, discussion of key primary sources or
archives, and the current status of the dissertation.

• Any chapters already drafted.

• A two-page curriculum vita.

• A letter from the applicant’s major professor.




